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IN THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of claims: . 

1 . (Currently Amended) A computer implemented actual costing method for 
collecting and presenting an actual cost of porforming a bu s iuo ss activity of manufacturing an 
item or performing a service, comprising the steps of: 

collecting actual costs of performing a job, manufacturing an item and/or purchasing an 
item 4n- carrying out the busine ss activity , 

creating a unique cost source identifier for each collected actual cost and storing the 
collected actual cost therein; 
( associating each unique cost source identifier to tlie bu s in ess activity a step carried out 

while manufacturiog the item or wliile performing the service : and 

organizing and storing the cost source identifiers as a hierarchical structure that is 
modeled on one of : 

a structure of the item manufactured in carrying out the bu s hics s QCti>1t>% avbd 

fiE 

a sequence of operations carried out while performing the service of the busines s 

flctivit)^ ; 

implementing a selected accounting costing method for actual cost collection and a 
selected accounting costing method for actual cost presentation by accessing and selectively 
traversing the hierarchical structure, the selected accounting costing method for actual cost 
collection being independent of the selected accounting costing method for cost presentation. 
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2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the accounting costing methods 
for actual cost collection and for actual cost presentation are selected from among a group 
including Last In First Out (LIFO), First In First Out (FIFO), Most Expensive First (MEF), Least 
E^xpensive First (LEF) and Average costing methods, 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein a new unique cost 
source identifier is created upon each occurrence of a transaction that affects the actual cost of 
earrytng out the bu s in es s the activity that gave rise to the collected actual cost, 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein a new unique cost source identifier 
is created at least each time an item is manufactured or purchased and each time an item is 

A received into inventory. 

) 

/ 5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein a new unique 

source identifier is assigned at least each time a job is performed in carrying out tho bu s ine ss 
fte ttvity - w hile roanufacturing the item or while performing the service , contemporaneously 
with a performance of the job. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the unique cost source identifier 
includes at least one of a data structure and a pointer to a data structure. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6^ wherein the data structure includes at least 
one of an indication of a date at which the collected actual cost was incurred, a quantity of items 
corresponding to the collected actual cost, a number of unit time periods expended in 
performance of a job, an indication of labor time, resource time, payroll, resource rate, overhead 
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time, overhead rate, actual cost of pxirchased material and actual cost of outside processing. 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Previously Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the hierarchical 
structure includes a plurality of nodes, each of the stored cost source identifier logical structures 
being assigned to at least one of the plurality of nodes. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the implementing step is carried 
out at a selected node level by rolling up all actual costs within the cost source identifiers 
assigned to nodes hierarchically below the selected node level. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising the step 
of storing a standard cost within the cost source identifier when an actual cost of one of a job 
performed and an item manufactured in carrying out the bu s ine s s activity is unknown. 



C:\YLF\CLEENTS\0RCL\5543\5543 Amtfiid Rcsp 1 2) 703.doc 
ORACJ-EKJBF.: On>-l 998-08-01 



Page 4 on 3 



PAGE 4f14' RCVD AT 12/1/12003 5:09:26 PM [Eastern Standard Time]* SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1f1 ' DNIS;g72930G * CSID:6S08517232 * DURATION (min-ss):04-02 



12/17/2803 14:41 6508517232 YOUNG LAW FIRM PC PAGE 05 

09/235,120 

12. (Currently Amended) A computer system to compute an actual cost of 
performing a bu s ine s s activity of manufacturing an item or performing a service from collected 
actual costs incurred while bx carrying out the businos iSt activity manufacturing the itetn or 
perfor?ning the service , comprising: 

at least one processor; 

at least one data storage devic e coupled to the at least one processor : 

\ 

'^'^^ a plurality of processes spawned by said at least one processor, the processes including 

processing logic for: 

collecting actual costs of performing a job, manufacturing an item and/or purchasing an 
item iDKiarr^ing ouH - hc busine s s - ft ctiv i t y, 

creating a unique cost source identifier for each collected actual cost and storing the 
collected actual cost therein; 

associating each unique cost source identifier to the btt s iwe ss an activity that gave rise 
to the collected actual cost: and 

organizing and storing the cost source identifiers as a hierarchical structure that is 
modeled on one-of: 

a structure of the item manufactured in carrying out the bu s ine s s activity , and 

or 

a sequence of operations carried out while performing the service of the busine s s 

activitj i ^ ; 

implementing a selected accounting costing method for acmal cost collection and a 
selected accounting costing method for actual cost presentation by accessing and selectively 
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traver$mg the hierarchical structure, the selected accounting costing method for actual cost 
collection being independent of the selected accounting costing method for cost presentation. 
13. (CanceUed) 



hierarchical structure includes a plurality of nodes, each of the stored cost source identifiers 
being assigned to at least one of the plurality of nodes. 



15. (Original) The computer system of claim 14, wherein said at least one 
processor implements the selected accounting method for actual cost presentation and the 
selected accounting method for actual cost collection by rolling up all actual costs within the cost 
source identifiers assigned to nodes hierarchically below the selected node level. 

16. (Original) The computer system of claim 12, fiirther comprising processing 
logic for storing said cost source identifier logical structures in one of a relational or an object- 
oriented database. 



14. 



(Previously Amended) 



The computer system of claim 12, wherein the 
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17. (Currently Amended) 



A machine readable medium having stored thereon 



data representing sequences of instructions which, when executed by a computer system, causes 
said computer system to perform the steps of: 



items or operations affecting a cost of p e rforming a bu s ine ss activity maniifacturing an item 
or performing a service : 

assigning each collected actual cost to a unique logical structure associated with a 
corresponding one of said items or operations; 



storing each unique logical structure to create a hierarchical organization of unique 
logical structures configured to allow the actual cost of the activity to be ascertained at any stage 
of a performance thereof, the hierarchical organization of logical structures being modeled on 
one o f a - structur e of a monufacturcd a ss embly as s ociat e d - wlth th e bu s ine s s activity and - a 
se qu e nc e of operation s carried out while pcrforn i in g th e- bu s in e s s activitv a structure of the 
item manufactured or a sequence of steps carried out while performing the service . 

18. (Currently Amended) The machine readable medium of claim 1 7, further 
comprising sequences of instructions for performing the step of creating a new ujiique logical 
structure for each constituent item or operation that affects the cost of manufacturing the item 
or performing the service performing the bu s ine ss activity . 

1 9. (Original) The machine readable medium of claim 1 7, wherein the associating 
step includes a step of storing each collected actual cost in a corresponding data structure 
associated with the unique logical structure. 

20. (Original) The machine readable medium of claim 19, wherein the unique 
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logical structure includes the corresponding data structure. 

21. (Original) The machine readable medium of claim 19, wherein the unique 
logical structure points to an address of the corresponding data structure. 

22. (Original) The machitie readable medium of claim 17, further comprising 
sequences of instructions for performing the step of associating i date in which each collected 
actual cost is incurred with each unique logical structure. 

23. (Original) The machine readable medium of claim 17, further comprising 
V sequences of instructions for performing the step of assigning a standard cost to a unique logical 

^"^^^ structure when an actual cost of one of said items or operations cannot be ascertained. 

24. (Original) The machine readable medium of claim 17, further comprising 
sequences of instructions for performing the step of assigning a standard cost to a unique logical 
structure when a transaction cost of collecting the actual cost for any one of said constituent 
items or operations is excessive relative to a value thereof. 

25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Original) The machine readable medium of claim 17, wherein the storing 
step stores the organization of unique logical structures in one of a relational and an object- 
oriented database. 

27. (Original) The machine readable medium of claim 17, further comprising 
sequences of instructions for performing the step of : 

accessing the organization of unique logical structures, and 

implementing a selected actual cost collection accounting method and a selected actual 

C:\YLF\CX-rENTS\ORCL\5543\5543 Amend Rcsp I2l703.doc 

ORACUB REF.: OlD-1 998-08-01 p^g^. s of 13 

PAGE m\ ' RCVD AT 12/1712003 5:09:26 PM [Eastern Standard Time]* SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1I1 ' DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:6508S17232 ' DURATION ([nni-ss):04-02 



12/17/2003 14:41 6508517232 YOUNG LAW FIRM PC PAGE 09 

09/235,120 

cost presentation accounting method based on the accessed organization of imique logical 
structures, the selected actual cost collection accounting method being independent of the 
selected actual cost presentation accounting method. 
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